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When rehearsals
go underground

By JUSTIN R. SILVERMAN

the massive

pround bank yeulis ai 14
Wall 5t have never Imldd a
mare preclious commodity.

Simee Jamuary, the empiy

voiibs huve been servime as
rehiearsal space for Hve the-
ater prodisctions, masical
gronps, wiiters.and multi-
media performers — all of
whom fimsd themsebes phy-
Ings thelr art'in 5 nelghbor-
hwsd far mori famous for
commerce thon culinre.

I didn't even notice the
artirte warking in the bokld-

ing wmtil noe day I saw
gy 1o o deostard el
the lobby,” says
Danke] Ghadamian, o past-
ner ot Capstone B ltrt':s.
which purchaosed
meark bribding last }ﬂT
While renovating and
mnﬁ thie 37 dbowve
Flasors, Capstone
agreed to donate the vl
space on g month-by-
month hasis to the Lower
Manhattan Cultural Coun-
cil's Swing Srw:# PIORram.

T RS

Flughter i truly more
I waliahle than pald, then

b M AR A 'u'l!‘-l"-‘-!

the free rehearssl space to
loscal arpists, who have
found themsebves working
in vast windowless tombs
deslunid more for the se-
curity of currency, than the
L ort of creative souls

*Theair is incredibly
dry in here becouse they
weere protectizg money,”
says oy Scheib, wrha is di-
reciing o cost of nlne sc-
tiaes mglfhw known as
“IIntitled Mars (This Title
May Chomgel.”
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Scheil (zealed,
#:1' rahearns balow 14 Wall 58
“Rut finding a rehearsal loan to the LMCC, Others

st of this nﬁ‘arﬂu S T include the 28th oo of
E.—J chty om the budger of 3 the Equitahle Bullding and
small arts organteation s basement offices &t 1
[virtually ] impeossiide” Chase Munhottan Pl

“It's sctunlly kinda per- But |4 Wall is the only
fect to reheares ina vanli,  Space protected by
because the ploy takes d-food-thick reinfgreed
place inside a spaceshlp~  Fieel doors, Those doogs

savs Karl Allen, on actor
whas I playlng one of the
bartinns, “Tt's also nice
bering an artie in this

oo rhood, bocansa [

Pl Mo ¥ sbeiiedl b La
Pia garay 8 Hhii s et e

the way naul would stand
auf in the fast Villuge."

While one con hear the
rutnble of subway trains

in adjacent fun-

ﬁ:lliglﬂr grnge of being -
sicdie the vaults is-one of
complete security, asif the
city phove could be mwenl
away without hamming
thesplans perfarming
bslow,

The wankeor 14 Wall is
one of five downtown
Swing Spaces currenily on

#r-t nl.rln.ntlz.rhrlrl.ﬁrg&.
o chsing by the heipht
of the raised foor ties
aroand them,

“There i a key to lowees
the Aogrs so that you can
close the vaolt dooss.™
iy i, Yhat we
don’t kniow wheere the key
5 That's probably a good
thing, otherwise poople
izt be lncking them-
pelves in”

Members of the pablic
wishing to'descend intd
the vaults cin do so today
it 730 pum, when one of)
the artists hosts &n |
open rehearsal E-mml
bkerrickiadmen.ner for
resorvations.
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